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What began 21 months ago in the 

depths of winter cannot end on this au-
tumn night. This victory alone is not the 
change we seek. It is only the chance for 
us to make that change. And that can-
not happen if we go back to the way 
things were. It can’t happen without 
you, without a new spirit of service, a 
new spirit of sacrifi ce. So let us summon 
a new spirit of patriotism, of responsi-
bility, where each of us resolves to pitch 
in and work harder and look after, not 
only ourselves, but each other… In this 
country, we rise or fall as one nation, as 
one people.

God of all nations, 
Father of the human 

family…heal us from our 
differences and unite us, 
O Lord, with a common 
purpose, dedication, and 
commitment to achieve 

liberty and justice in the 
years ahead for 

all people, and especially 
those who are most 

vulnerable 
in our midst. 

Amen.                                              
USCCB Faithful Citizenship

I urge all Americans who supported 
me to join me in not just congratulating 
[Barack Obama], but offering our next 
president our good will and earnest 
effort to fi nd ways to come together 
to fi nd the necessary compromises to 
bridge our differences and help restore 
our prosperity, defend our security 
in a dangerous world, and leave our 
children and grandchildren a stron-
ger, better country than we inherited. 
Whatever our differences, we are fel-
low Americans.  
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