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The Amazon is Being Burned

While the world looks on, the Amazon Rainforest is being burned. They are
called the "lungs of the planet" because the Amazon produces more than
20 percent of the oxygen we breathe and helps clean up much of
humanity's greenhouse pollution.

This tropical forest has come under attack this year as Jair Bolsonaro,
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Brazil's far-right president, has vowed to speed up development of the
rainforest. Farmers are burning parts of the forest to make space for cattle
farms.

A Buzzfeed article written on August 22 states "Earlier this month, Bolsonaro
fired the head of an agency which had revealed some 1,330 square miles
of forest had been lost since he took office — up 39% over the same period
last year. Within the past 50 years, around one-fifth of the rainforest has
been lost to deforestation — and that rate is now only accelerating.
Scientists estimate that if we lose another 20% of this lush habitat, a
catastrophic series of events known as dieback could occur, where the
forest dries out and is more susceptible to fires and droughts."

"As it stands, Brazil's National Institute for Space Research, which is
responsible for monitoring wildfires and deforestation, has reported a
record number of wildfires this year. As of August 20, there have been a
reported 74,155 fires — an 84% increase over the same period last year —
and smoke from fires has turned day into night in São Paulo. Deforestation
and mining have both increased."

Read the rest of the story here.
Watch a video about how and why the Amazon is being burned here.
With Amazon on Fire, Environmental Officials in Open Revolt Against
Bolsonaro

VIVAT International: Eco Life and Action

For years, the Comboni Missionaries have belonged to VIVAT International,
a non-governmental organization. They have a membership of more than
25,000 Sisters, Brothers, and Priests from 13 Catholic religious congregations,
working in 120 countries for promotion of human rights through advocacy
at international and local levels.
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Recently, VIVAT International released Eco Life and Action, a guide for
protecting creation. "This initiative is to introduce a VIVAT spirituality of
creation, provide concrete proposals for environmental conservation, and
connect VIVAT members at the international level to promote the integrity
of creation through awareness raising and advocacy."

Read Eco Life and Action here.

Despite Persecution
Vietnamese Pray
for Peace

On August 22, 2019, the
world celebrated the
first International Day
Commemorating the
Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on
Religion or Belief.

This celebration came at a time when the people of Vietnam are fighting
for religious freedom under a government that fears and persecutes
Christians.

In an effort to silence Christians, local authorities are seizing land and
destroying homes.

Despite the persecution, Vietnamese Christians remain strong, joining
together in prayer.

"Responding with devotion to the appeal, the Justice and Peace
Commission of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Vietnam (CBCV) wrote
to parishes, dioceses and religious orders to encourage them to hold
prayer services for the oppressed, especially in Vietnam. The call was
followed by numerous vigils and moments of prayer for the victims of
religious persecution under the communist regime. Vietnam’s non-religious
government views religion as a drug that turns people into enemies of the
state. For this reason, it believes religion should be eliminated."

Read the rest of the story here.
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Religious Leaders Continue Fight For Refugees and Asylum
Seekers in US

The past several months have seen rollbacks and cuts to protections for
refugees and asylum seekers in the United States.

In August more than 500 religious leaders and groups signed a letter to
President Trump urging his administration not to end the country's refugee
resettlement program.

"We are called by our sacred texts and faith principles to love our
neighbor, accompany the vulnerable and welcome the sojourner," they
say in the letter, adding: "Our congregations, synagogues and mosques
have historically played key roles in assisting refugees with housing,
language, employment and social supports necessary for rapid and
effective resettlement into U.S. communities."

Read the rest of the story here.
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Ecumenical Committee aims for inter-religious tolerance

In February 2019, Pope Francis and Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmed el-
Tayyeb, signed the Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and
Living Together in Abu Dhabi.

That document has now led to UAE to establish a high committee sharing
the principles of inter-religious tolerance and cooperation.

Comboni Missionary Bishop Miguel Ayuso Guixot, President of the Pontifical
Council for Interreligious Dialogue, is a member of the UAE committee.

In an interview with Vatican Radio’s Alessando Gisotti, Bishop Ayuso said
the initiative is “very important” and that it will help educators get to the
heart of the Document on Human Fraternity.

“The opportunity to educate ourselves and others in a culture of
encounter, fraternity, and peace means finding the will to redesign the
academic and educational programs offered by Institutes and
universities.”

Read the rest of the story here.

Ways to help the Amazon Rainforest:

Start simple - reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Support charities dedicated to helping the Amazon.
Make your voice heard by contacting your legislators.
Learn more here.
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Goal 4: Quality Education

According to the UN more than 265 million children are not receiving an
education. While progress has been made to make education more
broadly available, there is still much to be done.

"Obtaining a quality education is the foundation to creating sustainable
development. In addition to improving quality of life, access to inclusive
education can help equip locals with the tools required to develop
innovative solutions to the world’s greatest problems.

"Over 265 million children are currently out of school and 22% of them are
of primary school age. Additionally, even the children who are attending
schools are lacking basic skills in reading and math. In the past decade,
major progress has been made towards increasing access to education at
all levels and increasing enrollment rates in schools particularly for women
and girls. Basic literacy skills have improved tremendously, yet bolder
efforts are needed to make even greater strides for achieving universal
education goals. For example, the world has achieved equality in primary
education between girls and boys, but few countries have achieved that
target at all levels of education."

Read more about this sustainability goal here and here.

September 5
International Day of Charity
Charity, like the notions of volunteerism and philanthropy, provides real social
bonding and contributes to the creation of inclusive and more resilient societies.
Charity can alleviate the worst effects of humanitarian crises, supplement public
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services in health care, education, housing and child protection. It assists the
advancement of culture, science, sports, and the protection of cultural and natural
heritage. It also promotes the rights of the marginalized and underprivileged and
spreads the message of humanity in conflict situations. The International Day of
Charity was established with the objective of sensitizing and mobilizing people, NGOs,
and stakeholders all around the world to to help others through volunteer and
philanthropic activities. More.

September 8
International Literacy Day
International Literacy Day 2019 is an opportunity to express solidarity with the
celebrations of the 2019 International Year of Indigenous Languages and the 25th
anniversary of the World Conference on Special Needs Education, at which
the Salamanca Statement on Inclusive Education was adopted. International Literacy
Day 2019 will focus on ‘Literacy and Multilingualism.’ Despite progress made, literacy
challenges persist, distributed unevenly across countries and populations. Embracing
linguistic diversity in education and literacy development is central to addressing
these literacy challenges and to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
More.

September 10
World Suicide Prevention Day
Suicide prevention remains a universal challenge. Every year, suicide is among the
top 20 leading causes of death globally for people of all ages. It is responsible for
over 800,000 deaths, which equates to one suicide every 40 seconds. Preventing
suicide is often possible and you are a key player in its prevention! You can make a
difference – as a member of society, as a child, as a parent, as a friend, as a
colleague or as a neighbour. There are many things that you can do daily, and also
on World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD), to prevent suicidal behaviour. You can
raise awareness about the issue, educate yourself and others about the causes of
suicide and warning signs for suicide, show compassion and care for those who are in
distress in your community, question the stigma associated with suicide, suicidal
behaviour and mental health problems and share your own experiences. More.

September 21
International Day of Peace
The United Nations Member States adopted the 17 Sustainable Development Goals in
2015 because they understood that it would not be possible to build a peaceful
world if steps were not taken to achieve economic and social development for all
people everywhere, and ensure that their rights were protected. This year's theme is
"Climate Action for Peace." The theme draws attention to the importance of
combating climate change as a way to protect and promote peace throughout the
world. Climate change causes clear threats to international peace and security.
Natural disasters displace three times as many people as conflicts, forcing millions to
leave their homes and seek safety elsewhere. The salinization of water and crops is
endangering food security, and the impact on public health is escalating. The
growing tensions over resources and mass movements of people are affecting every
country on every continent. More.
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September 26
International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons
Achieving global nuclear disarmament is one of the oldest goals of the United
Nations. It was the subject of the General Assembly’s first resolution in 1946, which
established the Atomic Energy Commission, which was dissolved in 1952, with a
mandate to make specific proposals for the control of nuclear energy and the
elimination of atomic weapons and all other major weapons adaptable to mass
destruction. The United Nations has been at the forefront of many major diplomatic
efforts to advance nuclear disarmament since. In 1959, the General Assembly
endorsed the objective of general and complete disarmament. In 1978, the first
Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament further recognized
that nuclear disarmament should be the priority objective in the field of disarmament.
Every United Nations Secretary-General has actively promoted this goal.
Yet, today nearly 14,000 nuclear weapons remain. More.
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