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March for Life Theme for 2020:March for Life Theme for 2020:
Pro-Life Is Pro-WomanPro-Life Is Pro-Woman

Photo courtesy of CNA.

The 47th annual March for Life on the National Mall took place on January
24. President Donald Trump made an appearance and speech at the
event, which promoters hope will continue to raise awareness about the
legal status of the unborn in the United States and to protest legal
abortion, which they describe as, "the most significant human rights abuse
of our time."

In addition to the national march, at least 18 states held local marches on
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the same date.

The Catholic Church supports a seamless garment philosophy, advocating
for life from the moment of conception to natural death, and opposing
abortion, assisted suicide, capital punishment, euthanasia, and (except in
rare circumstances) war. In speaking on the issue, Bishop W. Shawn
McKnight, of Jefferson City, Missouri, widened the discussion, telling the
National Catholic Reporter: Catholic voters need to be aware of a more
general tendency or temptation "to get rid of unwanted people," whether
they are the unborn or the aged, immigrants or the poor. "There is a
certain consistency that is required of us as Catholics.

Read Pope Francis's words on the topic here.here.

This map shows states that have ratified the ERA (in coral), those where it has passed one chamber of the state legislature (in green),

those where it was ratified then revoked (in orange), and those where neither chamber passed the law. Courtesy of Wikipedia.

Virginia Becomes 38th State to Ratify the ERAVirginia Becomes 38th State to Ratify the ERA
The Equal Rights Amendment has passed a significant milestone. Nearly
100 years after it was first proposed to Congress and decades since it
passed Congressional approval in 1972, the ERA was ratified by the State
of Virginia. All Constitutional amendments must be ratified by three-
quarters of the states.

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/jan/01/pope-francis-equates-violence-against-women-to-pro/


However, the ERA may not immediately become law since Congress set a
deadline of 1982 for its ratification. A potentially lengthy legal battle is
expected.

The text of the Amendment reads:
Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United

States or by any State on account of sex.

leaving some supporters to wonder why it has taken so long for ratification.
Two additional sections of the amendment allow Congress to enforce the
law and prescribe when it will take effect.

Read more here.here.

The Decade in Human Rights:The Decade in Human Rights:
Violence in the AmericasViolence in the Americas

Advocacy group WOLA released a report on violence in the Americas
over the last ten years. From their press release:

The past decade saw both setbacks and important advances in the
defense of human rights in the Americas. Unparalleled levels of violence
and insecurity afflicted regions like Central America. Colombia signed a
historic peace agreement, and now faces the challenge of consolidating
an inclusive and lasting peace. And from Mexico to Peru to Guatemala,
survivors of atrocities and families of victims fought with courage and
resilience to build a future based on respect for justice and the rule of law.

https://www.whsv.com/content/news/Virginia-officially-ratifies-Equal-Rights-Amendment-567332771.html


WOLA has prepared an overview of several significant trends in human
rights-related policies in the Americas over the last decade, with a focus
on reflecting some of the thematic work of our research and advocacy
efforts. The absence of certain issues or countries should not be interpreted
as a commentary on its level of importance.

View the video above for more about WOLA's work (and how it relates to
MLK day). Read the report here.here.

Four-Day PeaceFour-Day Peace
Walk in Mexico CityWalk in Mexico City
Seeks AnswersSeeks Answers

MEXICO CITY, Mexico — Peace
marchers led by Javier Sicilia
clashed with pro-government
supporters at the end of a four-
day protest.

He and relatives of the Mormon families who were decimated in a violent
attack in November accused the government of persisting in promoting
policies that foster injustice and violence. Homicides in Mexico reached an
all-time high during the government's first year of rule.

Sicilia said, "We mustn’t repeat the past; the past destroyed us and
continues to destroy us. We must create something new that preserves life.
A real and authentic transformation of the country must be based on
truth, justice and peace.”

Read more.more.

Photo courtesy of MCN News.

CALL TO ACTIONCALL TO ACTION
Promoting sustainable
consumption and production of
materials can begin with you. Here
are some simple ways to help:

Curb your consumption.
Consider whether you really

https://www.wola.org/human-rights-trends-of-the-decade-latin-america/
https://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/4-day-walk-for-truth-justice-and-peace/


need another pair of jeans, a
new t-shirt or a pair of sandals.
Also, prior to purchasing, ask
yourself if you’ll wear it a
minimum of 30 times. If the
answer is no, then forget
about it and move on with a
lighter heart—and carbon
footprint.

Reduce water waste. Wash
clothes less frequently. Often,
we tend to wear something
once and wash it whether it’s
clean or not. If you’ve had a
spill on your clothing, try spot-
cleaning.

Buy local and in-season food.
Try to grow some of your own food. Each year, an estimated 1/3 of all
food produced – equivalent to 1.3 billion tons worth around $1 trillion
– ends up rotting in the bins of consumers and retailers, or spoiling due
to poor transportation and harvesting practices.

Make sure the coffee you drink is fairtrade and that the farmer is paid
a fair wage. Learn more herehere.

GLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTGLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Goal 12: Sustainable Consumption and ProductionGoal 12: Sustainable Consumption and Production

We are producing, consuming,
and discarding materials and
food at a higher rate than ever
before.

Sustainability Goal 12 aims to  "do
more and better with less."

Urgent action is needed to
ensure that current material
needs do not lead to the over-
extraction of resources or to the
degradation of environmental
resources, and should include
policies that improve resource

efficiency, reduce waste and mainstream sustainability practices across all

https://www.heifer.org/blog/food/the-real-cost-of-coffee.html?msource=SIBLA20FB0023


sectors of the economy.

Read more about this sustainability goal herehere..

U.N. INTERNATIONAL DAYSU.N. INTERNATIONAL DAYS
20202020

February 4February 4
World Cancer DayWorld Cancer Day
Cancer is the second leading cause of death globally, accounting for an estimated
9.6 million deaths, or one in six deaths, in 2018. The cancer burden continues to grow
globally, exerting tremendous physical, emotional and financial strain on individuals,
families, communities and health systems. MoreMore.

February 6February 6
International Day of Zero Tolerance for FGMInternational Day of Zero Tolerance for FGM
Female genital mutilation (FGM) comprises all procedures that involve altering or
injuring the female genitalia for non-medical reasons and is recognized
internationally as a violation of the human rights, the health and the integrity of girls
and women. This year's theme is Unleashing Youth Power. MoreMore.

February 13February 13
World Radio DayWorld Radio Day
Radio is a powerful medium for celebrating humanity in all its diversity and constitutes
a platform for democratic discourse. At the global level, radio remains the most
widely consumed medium. The objectives of the Day are to raise greater awareness
among the public and the media of the importance of radio; to encourage decision
makers to establish and provide access to information through radio; as well as to
enhance networking and international cooperation among broadcasters. MoreMore.

February 20February 20
World Day of Social JusticeWorld Day of Social Justice
Social justice is an underlying principle for peaceful and prosperous coexistence
within and among nations. We uphold the principles of social justice when we
promote gender equality or the rights of indigenous peoples and migrants. We
advance social justice when we remove barriers that people face because of
gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion, culture or disability. MoreMore.
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