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Colorado ends the death sentenceColorado ends the death sentence
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NEW YORK - Catholic leaders are cheering Colorado’s abolition of the
death penalty - a move they say is fueled by new momentum following
the revision to the Catholic Catechism to officially ban the practice and
one that signals a westward expansion in the U.S. of the death penalty’s
repeal.

Governor Jared Polis signed the bill into law on Monday, March 23, while
also commuting the sentences of three death row inmates, as the state
now becomes the 22nd in the country to repeal the practice.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=16d8f9ee-7ba5-456d-89c2-5510a2ffd467&preview=true&m=1112203023354&id=preview
http://www.combonimissionaries.co.uk/index.php/2019/06/06/bishops-from-kenya-uganda-and-ethiopia-call-for-disarmament-of-herders/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/


“By outlawing the death penalty, Colorado has taken a critical step
toward respecting the dignity of human life,” said Krisanne Vaillancourt
Murphy, executive director of Catholic Mobilizing Network in a statement.

“Catholic Mobilizing Network believes that no matter the harm one has
caused or suffered, each person ought to be treated with dignity and
have the opportunity for redemption and healing,” she continued. “Today,
Colorado makes that possible.”

Sister Helen Prejean, a death penalty abolitionist who has worked with
death row inmates for decades, praised the decision as triumph of
collaboration between faith communities and other civil society groups.

“Alleluia! I’m celebrating the citizen activists of Colorado who, with stellar
collaboration from the legal, law enforcement, education, and faith
communities, steadily changed hearts and minds to arrive at this life-
affirming day,” she wrote on social media.

Read the rest of the story from Crux News herehere.
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African Youth activists and climate changeAfrican Youth activists and climate change
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Africa produces only 5% of world greenhouse gas emissions yet is most at
risk from worsening heatwaves, droughts, and floods.

African youth activists urged their governments to do more to combat
climate change to safeguard food and water supplies on the continent
most vulnerable to rising temperatures.

Deforestation in Africa and local energy policies promoting fossil fuels were
all adding to the crisis, said Makenna Muigai of Kenya. “I urge African
leaders to take into consideration that all of us at the end of the day will
be affected by climate change,” she said.

Ndoni Mcunu, an environmental scientist at Witwatersrand University in
South Africa, said that African nations should make their economies more
efficient to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. “Africa only contributes 5%
of the greenhouse gases yet we are the most impacted,” she said. China,
the United States and the European Union are the top emitters.

According to African Development Bank, Africa has 15% of the world’s
population, yet is likely to “shoulder nearly 50% of the estimated global
climate change adaptation costs,” noting that seven of the 10 countries
considered most vulnerable to climate change are in Africa: Sierra Leone,
Nigeria, Chad, Central African Republic, South Sudan, Ethiopia, and
Eritrea.

Among the policy advice offered, Vanessa Nakate, 23, of Uganda urged
a halt to construction of a pipeline to export Ugandan oil via Tanzania to
the Indian Ocean port of Tanga.

Read the rest of this story by Alister Doyle herehere.

https://www.southworld.net/african-youth-activists-and-climate-change/
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World arms exports continued to increase overWorld arms exports continued to increase over
the last five years, except for Africathe last five years, except for Africa

International arms exports increased by 5% between 2015 and 2019
compared to the previous five years, according to new data from the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), which also noted
that Africa’s arms exports declined during this period.

SIPRI has just revealed that the largest exporters of arms during the past
five years were the United States, Russia, France, Germany, and China. The
new data shows that the flow of arms to the Middle East has increased,
with Saudi Arabia clearly being the world’s largest importer.

Arms imports by African states decreased by 16% between 2010–2014 and
2015–2019, SIPRI data shows. North Africa accounted for the vast majority
(74%) of African arms imports in 2015–2019, with Algeria alone accounting
for 79% of North African arms imports. Algeria’s arms imports were up by
71% on 2010–2014, making it the sixth-largest arms importer in the world in
2015–2019.

The increase occurred in the context of Algeria’s long-standing tensions
with Morocco, internal tensions and concerns about the conflicts in
neighboring Mali and Libya. As in 2010–2014, Russia remained the largest
arms supplier to Algeria in 2015–2019, accounting for 67% of Algerian arms
imports, followed by China (13%) and Germany (11%).



Egypt’s arms imports tripled between 2010–2014 and 2015–2019, making it
the world’s third-largest arms importer, according to SIPRI, with the
acquisition of attack helicopters, fighter jets, naval vessels, and other
hardware.

Read the rest of the story here.here.

CALL TO ACTIONCALL TO ACTION
World Health Day is on April 7 this year. In
this International Year of the Nurse and
Midwife, World Health Day will focus on
the vital role played by nurses and
midwives around the world. Here's how
you can get involved.

Thank a nurse and midwifeThank a nurse and midwife
Just imagine how powerful it would be if
all the health workers in your area were

thanked with a flower, card, or a tweet. Share your photos on social media
using the hashtag #SupportNursesAndMidwives. Make sure to personalize
your messages.

Send a letterSend a letter
Sending a letter can be the first step to getting the attention of leaders
and other politicians, if you are a nurse/midwife, share your concerns with
the people who make policies that can make a difference. Find your
Congressional Representative herehere.

GLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTGLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Goal 3: Good Health and Well BeingGoal 3: Good Health and Well Being

Ensuring healthy lives
and promoting the well-
being at all ages is
essential to sustainable
development.

Significant strides have
been made in
increasing life
expectancy and
reducing some of the

https://www.combonimissionaries.co.uk/index.php/2020/03/17/world-arms-exports-continued-to-increase-over-the-last-five-years-except-for-africa/
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house


common killers
associated with child
and maternal mortality,
but working toward
achieving the target of
less than 70 maternal
deaths per 100,000 live
births by 2030 would
require improvements in
skilled delivery care.

Achieving the target of
reducing premature
deaths due to
incommunicable
diseases by one-third by
the year 2030 would also
require more efficient
technologies for clean

fuel use during cooking and education on the risks of tobacco.

Many more efforts are needed to fully eradicate a wide range of diseases
and address many different persistent and emerging health issues. By
focusing on providing more efficient funding of health systems, improved
sanitation and hygiene, increased access to physicians, and more tips on
ways to reduce ambient pollution, significant progress can be made in
helping to save the lives of millions.

Learn more about this goal herehere.

U.N. INTERNATIONAL DAYSU.N. INTERNATIONAL DAYS
20202020

April 4April 4
International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine ActionInternational Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action
For over 20 years, the work of the United Nations Mine Action Service ( UNMASUNMAS) has
been driven by the needs of affected people and tailored to the threat of explosive
hazards faced by civilians, peacekeepers, and humanitarians. UNMAS works to save
lives, to facilitate deployment of UN missions and the delivery of humanitarian
assistance, to protect civilians, to support the voluntary return of the internally

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/health/
http://www.mineaction.org/unmas/


displaced and refugees, to enable humanitarian and recovery activities, and to
advocate for international humanitarian and human rights law. More.More.

April 6April 6
International Day of Sport for Development and PeaceInternational Day of Sport for Development and Peace
Sport as a universal language can be a powerful tool to promote peace, tolerance,
and understanding by bringing people together across boundaries, cultures, and
religions. Its intrinsic values such as teamwork, fairness, discipline, and respect for the
opponent and the rules of the game are understood all over the world and can be
harnessed in the advancement of solidarity, social cohesion, and peaceful
coexistence. More.More.

April 7April 7
World Health DayWorld Health Day
In this International Year of the Nurse and the MidwifeInternational Year of the Nurse and the Midwife, World Health Day 2020 will
shine a light on the vital role played by nurses and midwives in providing health care
around the world, and call for a strengthening of the nursing and midwifery
workforce. On April 7, “dawn to dusk” advocacy events will be held around the world
to mark World Health Day. One of the main events will be the launch of the first-ever
State of the World’s Nursing Report 2020. The report will provide a global picture of the
nursing workforce and support evidence-based planning to optimize the
contributions of this workforce to improve health and wellbeing for all. The report will
set the agenda for data collection, policy dialogue, research and advocacy, and
investment in the health workforce for generations to come. A similar report on the
mdwifery workforce will be launched in 2021. More.More.

April 22April 22
International Mother Earth DayInternational Mother Earth Day
Mother Earth is a common expression for the planet Earth in a number of countries
and regions, which reflects the interdependence that exists among human beings,
other living species, and the planet we all inhabit. The Earth and its ecosystems are
our home. In order to achieve a just balance among the economic, social, and
environmental needs of present and future generations, it is necessary to promote
harmony with nature and the Earth. International Mother Earth Day is celebrated to
remind each of us that the Earth and its ecosystems provide us with life and
sustenance. More.More.

April 28April 28
World Day for Safety and Health at WorkWorld Day for Safety and Health at Work
The World Day for Safety and Health at Work is an annual international campaign to
promote safe, healthy, and decent work. It is held on April 28 and has been observed
by the International Labour Organization (ILO) since 2003. A national occupational
safety and health culture is one in which the right to a safe and healthy working
environment is respected at all levels, where governments, employers, and workers
actively participate in securing a safe and healthy working environment through a
system of defined rights, responsibilities, and duties, and where the highest priority is
accorded to the principle of prevention. More.More.

Comboni JPIC NetworkComboni JPIC Network

513-474-4997513-474-4997

www.ComboniMissionaries.orgwww.ComboniMissionaries.org

https://www.un.org/en/events/mineawarenessday/
https://www.un.org/en/events/sportday/
https://www.who.int/news-room/campaigns/year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/04/07/default-calendar/world-health-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/earth-day
https://www.un.org/en/events/safeworkday/
http://www.combonimissionaries.org


Support UsSupport Us

Connect with usConnect with us

       

http://www.mcssl.com/store/combonimissionaries
https://www.facebook.com/jpicjp/
https://twitter.com/ComboniNAP
https://www.youtube.com/user/ComboniMissionNAP/videos?view=0
https://www.instagram.com/combonimissionaries/

