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Supreme Court Rules in Favor of DACASupreme Court Rules in Favor of DACA

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia CommonsWikimedia Commons.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On Thursday, June 18, the United States Supreme
Court rejected President Donald Trump's effort to end the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals Program (DACA).

DACA offers legal protection for some 650,000 young immigrants living in
the United States. Most came here as children and have no memory of
any other home.

According to AmericaAmerica, "Chief Justice John Roberts, joined by his four liberal
colleagues, wrote for the court that the administration did not pursue the
end of the program properly."

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=897316a9-5a21-4770-8b4d-e3ce3ca5629b&preview=true&m=1112203023354&id=preview
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Supreme_Court.JPG
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/06/18/supreme-court-trump-daca-dreamers
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/inequality/


Roberts wrote, "We do not decide whether DACA or its rescission are
sound policies. We address only whether the agency complied with the
procedural requirement that it provide a reasoned explanation for its
action. Here the agency failed to consider the conspicuous issues of
whether to retain forbearance and what if anything to do about the
hardship to DACA recipients."

Read more about DACA and the court's ruling here.here.

Objections Grow Over Israel's Plan to AnnexObjections Grow Over Israel's Plan to Annex
Parts of the West BankParts of the West Bank

WEST BANK — In recent months Israel's
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
announced plans to annex parts of the
occupied West Bank.

According to the BBCBBC, nearly three million
Palestinian Arabs live in the West Bank
under a combination of self-rule and
Israeli military rule. It is also home to some
430,000 Israeli Jews who live in 132
settlements built under Israeli
occupation.

Much of the international community
considers these settlements illegal under
international law.

When a state unilaterally proclaims
sovereignty over another territory that is annexation, and it is forbidden by
international law. If Israel moves forward with this annexation, there are
fears that this will move peace in further out of reach between Israel and
the Palestinians.

On May 7, 2020, Patriarchs and Heads of the Holy Land Churches issued a
statement strongly opposed to this proposed annexation:

"As a result of the stagnation of the Peace Process in the Middle East
between the Israelis and Palestinians, an array of plans for Israel to
unilaterally annex West Bank land, backed mainly by right-wing factions,
raises serious and catastrophic questions about the feasibility of any
peaceful agreement to end the decades’ long conflict, one that
continues to cost many innocent lives as part of a vicious cycle of human
tragedy and injustice.

"The Council of Patriarchs and Heads of the Holy Land Churches views
such unilateral annexation plans with the utmost concern and calls upon
the State of Israel to refrain from such unilateral moves, which would bring
about the loss of any remaining hope for the success of the peace

https://www.npr.org/2020/06/18/829858289/supreme-court-upholds-daca-in-blow-to-trump-administration
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-52756427


process." Read the rest of the statement herehere.

Photo: Israeli West Bank Wall. Photo courtesy of Wikimedia CommonsWikimedia Commons.

Declaration of Solidarity with IndigenousDeclaration of Solidarity with Indigenous
Batwa Prisoners in DR CongoBatwa Prisoners in DR Congo

DR CONGO — Eight indigenous Pygmies, members of the Batwa
community, have been convicted and sentenced to lengthy prison terms
for attempting to regain access to their traditional lands. Centuries before
other African ethnic groups arrived, the Pygmies were living peacefully in
the forests that reach from the Congo-Nile ridge mountains to the Atlantic
Ocean.

The traditional lands claimed by the Pygmies are inside the Kahuzi Biega
National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Approximately six
thousand Batwa people were evicted from the park in the 1970s, with no
provisions made for any alternative lands or means of survival. After trying
to scrape out a living on the edges of society for the past forty years, being
shot as poachers when they entered the park to collect food or medicinal
herbs, and engaging in negotiations with the park and national authorities
which just resulted in broken promises, they finally decided to return home
and make a stand.

After an overnight military raid on their village, the Batwa were dragged
into a “mobile court” set up by the military. During a one-day sham trial on
February 4, 2020, six men were sentenced to fifteen years in prison, and
two women to one year each. Now their lives are at risk due to the
appalling conditions in the overcrowded prison.

Local Batwa rights groups and international organizations have joined
together to appeal these convictions. A legal appeal has been filed to
have their convictions overturned.

https://www.globalministries.org/a_statement_by_the_patriarchs_and_heads_of_the_holy_land_churches_on_israeli_unilateral_annexation_plans
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%27%27Israeli_West_Bank_barrier%27%27_West_Bank,_Israel.jpg


In May, organizations with Initiative for Equality signed a Declaration of
Solidarity with Indigenous Batwa Prisoners in DR Congo. Read the
statement herehere.

Photo and story courtesy of JPIC NewsJPIC News from John Paul Blog.

US Supreme Court Rejects Federal DeathUS Supreme Court Rejects Federal Death
Penalty AppealPenalty Appeal

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Attorney General William Barr recently announced
that the Trump Administration will resume federal executions after a 16-
year hiatus. The executions are scheduled for: July 13, July 15, July 17, and
August 28.

Mr. Barr had ordered the resumption last July, but the Supreme Court
upheld a stay on them on December 6, 2019, leaving it to an appeals
court to decide the inmates’ challenges. In April of this year, "an appeals
court sided with the Trump administration in its effort to resume executions
of federal death row prisoners."

Tessa Stuart, in an article for Rolling Stone, reports that the last person
executed by the federal government was put to death in 2003. "He was
one of three individuals executed during George W. Bush’s presidency;
before Bush no federal inmates had been put to death since 1963." She
referenced a Death Penalty Information Center report that there are 62
people currently awaiting execution for federal crimes, including the
Boston bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev and Charleston church shooter Dylann
Roof. "Nine of those prisoners are from states that have abolished the
death penalty."

The Death Penalty Information Center tells us that "1,518 men and women
have been executed in the United States since the 1970s, though

https://www.initiativeforequality.org/declaration-solidarity-indigenous-batwa-defendants/
https://www.jpic-jp.org/newsletter/jpic-news-from-john-paul-blog-vol-8-n-7_en.html


executions have declined significantly over the past two decades. " In
October 2016, at a World Day Against the Death Penalty, then-Secretary
General Ban Ki-Moon said that capital punishment “has no place in the
twenty-first century.” Most first world nations have abolished the death
penalty, as have twenty U.S. states, including New Jersey.

Read more about this topic:
Jessica Gresko & Colleen Long, "Trump gets win in executions case,"Trump gets win in executions case,
but more litigation ahead,"but more litigation ahead," AP News
Tessa Stuart, "William Barr Orders Executions for 5 Prisoners, First Use of"William Barr Orders Executions for 5 Prisoners, First Use of
Federal Death Penalty in 16 Years," Federal Death Penalty in 16 Years," Rolling Stone.
Death Penalty Information CenterDeath Penalty Information Center

Story courtesy of St. Peter Claver Church Parishioners for Peace & Justice.

CALL TO ACTIONCALL TO ACTION

Stand Up Against the Death PenaltyStand Up Against the Death Penalty
Executions are a violation of international human rights standards. You can
sign a petition to the U.S. Congress to oppose federal executions (sign the
Congressional petition herehere, and one to President Trump herehere). Text
ENDEXECUTIONS to 56512.

GLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTGLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic GrowthGoal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

Goal 8: Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive andPromote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full andsustainable economic growth, full and

productive employment and decent workproductive employment and decent work
for all.for all.

Targets
Sustain per-capita economic growth in
accordance with national circumstances.
Achieve higher levels of economic
productivity through diversification,
technological upgrading and innovation,
including through a focus on high-value
added and labor-intensive sectors.
Promote policies to support job creation
and growing enterprises.
Improve resource efficiency in
consumption and production.

By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all
women and men, including for young people and persons with disabilities, and
equal pay for work of equal value.
By 2020, substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment,
education, or training.
End modern slavery, trafficking, and child labor.
Protect labor rights and promote safe working environments.
By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that
creates jobs and promotes local culture and products.

https://apnews.com/0325168e7addc66bcb0cc8ce89f61cc2
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/william-barr-orders-executions-first-use-of-federal-death-penalty-in-16-years-862464/
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/executions/executions-overview
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/tell-congress-the-death-penalty-is-wrong
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/tell-president-trump-stop-the-executions


Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial institutions to encourage and
expand access to banking, insurance, and financial services for all.
Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries, in particular least
developed countries, including through the Enhanced Integrated Framework
for Trade-related Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries.
By 2020, develop and operationalize a global strategy for youth employment
and implement the Global Jobs Pact of the International Labour Organization.

Learn moreLearn more.

U.N. INTERNATIONAL DAYSU.N. INTERNATIONAL DAYS
20202020

July 4July 4
International Day of CooperativesInternational Day of Cooperatives
Cooperatives have been acknowledged as associations and enterprises through
which citizens can effectively improve their lives while contributing to the economic,
social, cultural and political advancement of their community and nation. The
cooperative movement has been also recognized as a distinct and major
stakeholder in both national and international affairs. This year's theme is:
#Coops4ClimateAction. Learn moreLearn more.

July 15July 15
World Youth Skills DayWorld Youth Skills Day
World Youth Skills Day 2020 will take place in a challenging context. The COVID-19
pandemic and lockdown measures have led to the worldwide closure of technical
and vocational education and training (TVET) institutions, threatening the continuity
of skills development. It is estimated that nearly 70% of the world’s learners arenearly 70% of the world’s learners are
affected by school closuresaffected by school closures across education levels currently. Respondents to
a survey of TVET institutionssurvey of TVET institutions, jointly collected by UNESCO, the International Labour
Organization (ILO) and the World Bank, reported that distance training has become
the most common way of imparting skills, with considerable difficulties regarding,
among others, curricula adaptation, trainee and trainer preparedness, connectivity,
or assessment and certification processes. Learn moreLearn more.

July 18July 18
Nelson Mandela DayNelson Mandela Day
November 2009 — in recognition of the former South African President’s contribution
to the culture of peace and freedom, UN General Assembly declares July 18 "Nelson
Mandela International Day." Resolution A/RES/64/13A/RES/64/13 recognizes Mandela’s values
and his dedication to the service of humanity in: conflict resolution; race relations;
promotion and protection of human rights; reconciliation; gender equality and the
rights of children and other vulnerable groups; the fight against poverty; the
promotion of social justice. The resolution acknowledges his contribution to the
struggle for democracy internationally and the promotion of a culture of peace
throughout the world. Learn moreLearn more.

July 30July 30
International Day of FriendshipInternational Day of Friendship
Our world faces many challenges, crises and forces of division — such as poverty,
violence, and human rights abuses — among many others — that undermine peace,
security, development, and social harmony among the world's peoples. To confront

https://www.globalgoals.org/8-decent-work-and-economic-growth
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cooperatives-day
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://www.ilo.org/skills/Whatsnew/WCMS_742817/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-youth-skills-day
https://undocs.org/A/RES/64/13
https://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/


those crises and challenges, their root causes must be addressed by promoting and
defending a shared spirit of human solidarity that takes many forms — the simplest of
which is friendship. Through friendship — by accumulating bonds of camaraderie and
developing strong ties of trust — we can contribute to the fundamental shifts that are
urgently needed to achieve lasting stability, weave a safety net that will protect us
all, and generate passion for a better world where all are united for the greater good.
Learn moreLearn more.

July 30July 30
World Day Against Trafficking in PersonsWorld Day Against Trafficking in Persons
Human trafficking is a crime that exploits women, children and men for numerous
purposes including forced labour and sex. Since 2003 the UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODCUNODC) has collected information on about 225,000 victims of trafficking
detected worldwide. Globally countries are detecting and reporting more victims,
and are convicting more traffickers. This can be the result of increased capacity to
identify victims and/or an increased number of trafficked victims. Every country in the
world is affected by human trafficking, whether as a country of origin, transit, or
destination for victims. Learn moreLearn more.
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