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SELECTED GLOBAL TOPICS

COP26 - UN Climate Change Conference

The UK will host the 26th annual UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties
(COP26) in Glasgow October 31, 2021 – November 12, 2021.

Climate change is the greatest risk facing all of us. The COP26 summit seeks to
bring together parties to accelerate action towards slowing and reversing climate
change, based on the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change.

This week, the UK, together with its partner Italy, will host an event many believe to
be the world’s last best chance to get runaway climate change under control. For
nearly three decades the UN has been bringing together almost every country on
earth for global climate summits - called COPs - which stands for ‘Conference of the
Parties’. 'In that time climate change has gone from being a fringe issue to a global
priority.

The Goals of COP26 are:
Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 degrees Celsius within
reach.
Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats.
Mobilize finance - countries must prioritize spending to reduce climate change.
Financial institutions must also play their part.
Work together to deliver - finalize the Paris Rule Book and accelerate action to
mitigate climate change.

Learn more here.

https://www.combonimissionaries.org
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1112203023354/751bfb11-2a7f-4634-8092-d8da37e1c996
https://ukcop26.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1112203023354/751bfb11-2a7f-4634-8092-d8da37e1c996
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Comboni+JPIC+Network+News+-+November+2021%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1112203023354/751bfb11-2a7f-4634-8092-d8da37e1c996
mailto:?subject=Comboni JPIC Network News - November 2021&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1112203023354/751bfb11-2a7f-4634-8092-d8da37e1c996


Sudan's Military Seizes Power in a Coup

On Monday, October 24, Sudan's military seized control of the government in a
coup. This military takeover brought to a halt Sudan's transition to democracy which
started two years ago with the ousting long-ruling autocrat Omar al-Bashir.

UN Secretary-General, António Guterres on Monday condemned the “ongoing
military coup” in Sudan, saying Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok and all other
officials, “must be released immediately.” In a statement, he called for the
"immediate reconstitution" of the Government, which is due to guide Sudan through
to democratic elections.

"The United Nations reiterates its unwavering commitment and support to the
realization of Sudan’s political transition. Any attempts to undermine this transition
process puts at risk Sudan’s security, stability and development.

Read more here and here.

Image courtesy of the UN Sudan/Ayman Suliman - Protesters take to streets in the Sudanese
capital, Khartoum (April 2019).

Bringing Scripture to the Picket Line
Story from Sojourners

The latest headlines are filled with news of
worker shortages, delayed supply chains,
and labor strikes. Cornell University’s
School of Industrial and Labor Relations
strike tracker reports more than 181
strikes so far this year, with 38 of them
taking place in the first two weeks of
October, spurring the AFL-CIO to name
this month “Striketober.” These strikes
span all kinds of industries, from hospital
workers to bourbon makers.

Workers are mounting an economic
resistance, refusing to fill underpaid,

https://www.un.org/sg/en/node/260286
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1103902
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/telecommunications-interrupted-sudan-after-coup-2021-10-26/
http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/news/public-impact/labor-action-tracker-launches-may-day


dangerous jobs. Many are calling it the “Great Resignation,” as workers reevaluate
their priorities and relationship to work, while others say it’s a reckoning of decades-
long corporate greed and poor working conditions. Essential workers, who were
considered heroes at the onset of the pandemic, are now demanding changes to
workplaces and, according to Robert Reich’s recent opinion piece, “a total
reevaluation of the very nature and quality of work.”

“No one likes to go on strike, let’s be clear,” Liz Shuler, president of the AFL-CIO
recently told CNN. “Strikes occur when people are pushed to a limit where basic
fairness and equity are violated.”

Read more here.

Faith Leaders in Africa among Signatories to Joint
“response to pandemic, climate crisis”

Faith-based leaders in Africa are among hundreds of "the high-level religious and
spiritual leaders who have signed onto the Sacred People, Sacred Heart
Statement," calling for a joint response to the COVID-19 pandemic and "the climate
crisis." [Photo Credit: South African Faith Communities Environment Institute
(SAFCEI). Text: ACI Africa]

In an online petition, the religious leaders who include Bishop Joseph Obanyi of
Kenya’s Kakamega Diocese and members of the Interreligious Council of Uganda
(IRCU) say their "hearts overflow with concern" because of the accelerating climate
emergency and the damage that COVID-19 is causing especially to vulnerable
people.

"We must not only provide the relief that so many need to survive. We must create a
new culture, politics and economy of life that heals people and the planet,” the faith-
based leaders say. They add, "A far better future is possible if our collective
response to the pandemic and the climate crisis is guided by compassion, love and
justice at a scale that meets this moment."

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/13/american-workers-general-strike-robert-reich
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/16/economy/workers-strike-john-deere-iatse-kellogg/index.html
https://sojo.net/articles/reaper-sower-and-union
https://www.aciafrica.org/news/4528/faith-leaders-in-africa-among-signatories-to-joint-response-to-pandemic-climate-crisis?utm_campaign=ACI Africa&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=174682703&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_0yy-GNvlKSTvjKn_okmYLsSHle2QZSrZ42T-zYqz4880Kn2YiZNwppUJOAXUpdbsxHMRIjXKM0WVPKyYt5FMGXHQjv1nNzP87hX8RnHhsBzWUmIg&utm_content=174682703&utm_source=hs_email
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sacred-people-sacred-earth
https://greenfaith.org/take-action/sacred-people-sacred-earth/


Read more here.

Advocacy: We're All part of God's Planet
We invite you to join your voice with
thousands of individuals signing
this climate action petition across the
U.S. Catholic community as a faith-filled
appeal to President Biden and the U.S.
Congress, to work beyond partisanship
and create climate solutions to care for
present and future generations and our
common home. Signatures will be
accepted through November 15,
2021.Sign the petition here.

What is "We're All Part of God's
Plane(et)?"
We’re All Part of God’s Plan(et) is a
national Laudato Si’ awareness and

engagement media campaign to educate, inspire and activate U.S. Catholics to
embrace and act upon the teachings of Laudato Si’ and to care for creation,
especially by participating in the Vatican’s global Laudato Si’ Action Platform.

The campaign is presented by Catholic Climate Covenant and its member
partners, along with the support and engagement of many other Catholic partners
who care about and work on care for creation teachings, engagement, outreach,
programs, education, activities, and activism. Together, we CAN restore God’s
creation!

Read more here.

More Topics to Explore

The Facebook Papers: Dozens of stories based on leaked
whistleblower documents just dropped

White House vows to treat climate change as "systemic"
financial risk

US Defense Department warns climate change will increase
conflicts over water and food

CALL TO ACTION

Tips to Reduce Food Waste at Home
Did you know that 1.3

https://www.comboni.org/contenuti/113691
https://godsplanet.us/catholic-climate-petition-individuals
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/
https://godsplanet.us/
https://www.businessinsider.com/facebook-papers-mark-zuckerberg-frances-haugen-leaked-docs-2021-10
https://www.axios.com/white-house-climate-change-systemic-risk-finance-caeac699-4f8d-460f-8d0f-d5ab691db1db.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/08/defense-department-warns-climate-change-will-increase-conflicts.html


billion metric tons of food
gets lost or wasted every
year? Perhaps this is not
such a shock to those of
us unfamiliar with the level
of food production in the
world, so let’s put it
another way. This food,
which ends up being
thrown away as rubbish, is
enough to feed some two
billion people, more than
double the number
suffering from
malnutrition worldwide.

Here are some simple
actions you can take to
make sure you're not
wasting food at home:

Store food properly
Calculate amounts
correctly
Place older foods in front
of new ones
Differentiate between
expiration date and
preferred consumption
date
Seize food for another
meal
Schedule a weekly menu
Make a shopping list with
the necessary products
Freeze food properly
Eat what you buy and buy
what you need

GLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Goal 2: Zero Hunger
Hunger is the leading cause of death in
the world. Our planet has provided us
with tremendous resources, but
unequal access and inefficient handling



leaves millions of people malnourished.
If we promote sustainable agriculture
with modern technologies and fair
distribution systems, we can sustain
the whole world’s population and make
sure that nobody will ever suffer from
hunger again.

After decades of steady decline, the
number of people who suffer from
hunger – as measured by the
prevalence of undernourishment –
began to slowly increase again in

2015. Current estimates show that nearly 690 million people are hungry, or 8.9
percent of the world population – up by 10 million people in one year and by
nearly 60 million in five years.

The world is not on track to achieve Zero Hunger by 2030. If recent trends continue,
the number of people affected by hunger would surpass 840 million by 2030.
According to the World Food Programme, 135 million suffer from acute
hunger largely due to man-made conflicts, climate change and economic
downturns. The COVID-19 pandemic could now double that number, putting an
additional 130 million people at risk of suffering acute hunger by the end of 2020.
With more than a quarter of a billion people potentially at the brink of
starvation, swift action needs to be taken to provide food and humanitarian relief to
the most at-risk regions.

At the same time, a profound change of the global food and agriculture system is
needed if we are to nourish the more than 690 million people who are hungry today
– and the additional 2 billion people the world will have by 2050. Increasing
agricultural productivity and sustainable food production are crucial to help alleviate
the perils of hunger.

Learn more about this Global Goal here.

http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/2020/en/
https://www.wfp.org/publications/2020-global-report-food-crises
https://insight.wfp.org/covid-19-will-almost-double-people-in-acute-hunger-by-end-of-2020-59df0c4a8072
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/world-population-prospects-2019.html
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/


UN INTERNATIONAL DAYS

2021 Calendar
November 2
International Day to End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists
Ending impunity for crimes against journalists is one of the most pressing issues to
guarantee freedom of expression and access to information for all citizens. Between 2006
and 2020, over 1,200 journalists have been killed  for reporting the news and bringing
information to the public. In nine out of ten cases the killers go unpunished, according to
the UNESCO observatory of killed journalists. Impunity leads to more killings and is often
a symptom of worsening conflict and the breakdown of law and judicial systems. Read
more.

November 6

https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-journalists/observatory
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-impunity-crimes-against-journalists


International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War
and Armed Conflict
Though humanity has always counted its war casualties in terms of dead and wounded
soldiers and civilians, destroyed cities and livelihoods, the environment has often remained
the un-publicized victim of war. Water wells have been polluted, crops torched, forests cut
down, soils poisoned, and animals killed to gain military advantage. Furthermore,
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has found that over the last 60
years, at least 40 percent of all internal conflicts have been linked to the exploitation of
natural resources, whether high-value resources such as timber, diamonds, gold and oil,
or scarce resources such as fertile land and water. Conflicts involving natural resources
have also been found to be twice as likely to relapse.
Read more.

November 16
International Day for Tolerance
The United Nations is committed to strengthening tolerance by fostering mutual
understanding among cultures and peoples. This imperative lies at the core of the United
Nations Charter, as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and is more
important than ever in this era of rising and violent extremism and widening conflicts that
are characterized by a fundamental disregard for human life. Read more.

November 19
World Toilet Day
World Toilet Day celebrates toilets and raises awareness of the 4.2 billion people living
without access to safely managed sanitation. It is about taking action to tackle the global
sanitation crisis and achieve Sustainable Development Goal 6: water and sanitation  for
all by 2030. Read more.

November 20
World Children's Day
World Children’s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children's Day and is
celebrated on 20 November each year to promote international togetherness, awareness
among children worldwide, and improving children's welfare. November 20th is an
important date as it is the date in 1959 when the UN General Assembly adopted
the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is also the date in 1989 when the UN
General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Read more.

November 25
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, emerging data and reports from those on the front lines,
have shown that all types of violence against women and girls, particularly domestic
violence, has intensified. This is the Shadow Pandemic growing amidst the COVID-19
crisis and we need a global collective effort to stop it. As COVID-19 cases continue to
strain health services, essential services, such as domestic violence shelters and
helplines, have reached capacity. More needs to be done to prioritize addressing violence
against women in COVID-19 response and recovery efforts. UN Women provides up-to-
date information and support to vital programmes to fight the Shadow Pandemic of
violence against women during COVID-19. Read more.

November 30
Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical Welfare
The Conference of the States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention, at its
20th Session, decided that a memorial Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical
Warfare would be observed on 30 November each year or, when appropriate, on the first
day of the regular session of the Conference. This commemoration provides an
opportunity to pay tribute to the victims of chemical warfare, as well as to reaffirm the
commitment of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to
the elimination of the threat of chemical weapons, thereby promoting the goals of peace,
security, and multilateralism. Read more.

http://www.unep.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-in-war-protection-day
https://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/tolerance-day
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-and-sanitation/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/toilet-day
http://undocs.org/A/RES/1386 (XIV)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/44/25
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response/violence-against-women-during-covid-19
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/CSP/C-20/en/c20dec10_e_.pdf
http://www.opcw.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/chemical-warfare-victims-day
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